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Find your own kind of golden.

36 PLACES. SIX REGIONS. YOUR NEXT DETOUR.
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A LITTLE OFF THE OBVIOUS PATH

Good places.
Room to make them yours.

This guide is for the quiet coastal hour, the surprising woodland, and the landscape that makes you pull out the
map again. It brings 36 California destinations into six useful regional chapters, with enough practical context to
help you choose your own trip.

Some of these places are well known; others may be new to you. "Hidden gems" is our editorial way of
describing rewarding detours, not a promise of empty trails, exclusive access, or a secret nobody else knows.

What you get

36 destination entries, suggested visit windows, seasonal considerations, six trip-grouping chapters, official
visitor links, map-search links, and notes on access and hazards.

How to use it

Choose a region, read the route chapter, then select one or two stops per day. Open the official pages before
departure. Save this PDF and the maps you need while you have Wi-Fi.

Our research approach

Descriptions draw on park, land-manager, and visitor-organization sources checked for this October 4, 2026
edition. Timings, bases, and trip shapes are editorial suggestions, not measured journeys. We do not claim
personal visits to every place.

Published by Hidden Gems USA / Levan Mamulashvili, Tbilisi, Georgia.
Support and corrections: levanmamulashvili911@gmail.com
hiddengemsusa.company
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THE SMALL PRINT THAT MAKES A BETTER TRIP

Before you go.

Check the actual route

A park can be open while a particular trail, campground, building, or approach road is closed. Use each official link
and check Caltrans at quickmap.dot.ca.gov for the whole driving journey. Map searches are discovery links, not
verified parking or turn-by-turn directions.

Treat dates as a snapshot

Access notes reflect sources consulted on October 4, 2026. A closure mentioned here may change; a place without
a closure note is not guaranteed open. Recheck close to departure.

Plan for your group

Suggested visit windows include only a broad outing estimate, not driving from your home or lodging. Short trails
may still have steps, uneven surfaces, or exposure. Check official accessibility information and your own
capabilities.

Budget separately

Park entry, parking, permits, reservations, lodging, fuel, and activities are separate from this guide. Check current
official fees. We avoid printing fixed entry prices that can become outdated.

Prepare for the landscape

Coastal surf and cliffs, mountain weather and altitude, and desert heat and remote roads require different
preparation. Carry water, layers, a suitable map, and the equipment advised by the land manager. Never enter
closed areas or cross unsafe water.

Leave a place worth returning to

Stay on designated trails and roads. Do not touch wildlife, collect natural objects, climb fragile formations, or disturb
cultural sites. Follow each place's rules for pets, food, drones, fires, and parking.
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THE CALIFORNIA SHORTLIST

S1X regions.
Thirty-six possibilities.

01 / North Coast

01 Trinidad State Beach

02 Sue-meg State Park

03 Humboldt Lagoons State Park

04 Jug Handle State Natural Reserve
05 Russian Gulch State Park

06 Point Arena-Stornetta Public Lands

02 / Bay Area & Sonoma Coast

07 Salt Point State Park

08 Fort Ross State Historic Park
09 Pescadero State Beach

10 Pigeon Point Light Station

1 Butano State Park

12 Wilder Ranch State Park

03 / Central Coast

13 Garrapata State Park

14 Andrew Molera State Park

15 Hearst San Simeon State Park
16 Estero Bluffs State Park

17 Montana de Oro State Park

18 Los Osos Oaks State Natural Reserve

Travel thoughtfully. Check current access before you go.
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THE CALIFORNIA SHORTLIST

S1X regions.
Thirty-six possibilities.

04 / Sierra & Cascades
19 McCloud River Falls

20 Castle Crags State Park

21 Lava Beds National Monument
22 Plumas-Eureka State Park

23 Sierra Buttes Lookout

24 Mono Lake South Tufa

05 / Desert California

25 Alabama Hills

26 Trona Pinnacles

27 Red Rock Canyon State Park

28 Anza-Borrego Desert State Park
29 Amboy Crater

30 Mojave Lava Tube

06 / Southern California & Inland

31 Torrey Pines Reserve Extension

32 Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve
33 Cabrillo National Monument Tidepools

34 Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve

35 Vasquez Rocks Natural Area

36 Carrizo Plain National Monument

Travel thoughtfully. Check current access before you go.
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REGION 1/ NORTH COAST

North Coast, slowly

Point Arena-Stornetta Public Lands | Bob Wick / Bureau of Land Management | Public domain

TRIP SHAPE
3-4 days | Suggested bases: Trinidad, then Mendocino

Spend the first day around Trinidad and Sue-meg, then choose one Humboldt Lagoons walk on day two.
Use a separate travel day to reach Mendocino rather than squeezing that drive between walks. Give Jug
Handle and Russian Gulch their own half days; add Point Arena-Stornetta on the southbound leg if it fits
your route. Coastal fog and winding roads deserve buffer time.

Choose from this chapter
01/ Trinidad State Beach

02 / Sue-meg State Park

03 / Humboldt Lagoons State Park

04 / Jug Handle State Natural Reserve
05 / Russian Gulch State Park

06 / Point Arena-Stornetta Public Lands
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01/ NORTH COAST

Trinidad State Beach

Trinidad | Coast | Suggested visit: 1-2 hours

Season: Year-round; choose a calm day

A pocket of the far north coast where forested headlands meet dark offshore rocks. Give yourself time to walk, watch the
horizon, and enjoy a beach that rewards lingering rather than ticking off a landmark.

Make a plan. Use the signed public beach access from Trinidad and follow the current park map. Combine the beach with a
walk through town; leave buffer time for fog and winding coastal roads.

Check before you go. College Cove access and part of Elkhead Bluff Trail were closed when researched. Use open signed
access only; surf and steep coastal approaches require care.

OFFICIAL VISITOR INFORMATION OPEN A MAP SEARCH

02 / NORTH COAST

Sue-meg State Park

Near Trinidad | Coast | Suggested visit: 2-3 hours

Season: Spring through fall; fog is common

A compact coastal park with wooded headlands, ocean overlooks, and a reconstructed Yurok village. Its interest comes
from the mix of living cultural history and Pacific scenery, not from a single photograph.

Make a plan. Begin with the visitor information and choose an open headland trail. Treat Sumeg Village as a cultural place:
follow posted access rules and any event guidance.

Check before you go. The Palmers Point trail terminus was closed when researched because of storm erosion. Do not attempt
the closed beach access.

OFFICIAL VISITOR INFORMATION OPEN A MAP SEARCH
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https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=418
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Trinidad%20State%20Beach%2C%20California
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=417
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Sue-meg%20State%20Park%2C%20California
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REAL PLACES. REAL PHOTOGRAPHS.

Credit where it belongs.

These are real photographs of the named places. They may predate this edition and do not prove current access or

CALIFORNIA / FIRST EDITION

conditions. Not every destination has a photograph. Images were resized, compressed, and cropped for layout; scene

content was not altered.

Point Arena-Stornetta Public Lands

Point Arena-Stornetta unit of the California Coastal National Monument (13070027834).jpg

Photo: Bob Wick / Bureau of Land Management
License: Public domain

ORIGINAL IMAGE & FULL ATTRIBUTION

Russian Gulch State Park waterfall

Russian Gulch State Park waterfall 2.jpg

Photo: Sanjoy Ghosh
License: CC BY 2.0

ORIGINAL IMAGE & FULL ATTRIBUTION

READ THE IMAGE LICENSE

Montana de Oro State Park

Montafa de Oro - Shale Formations - Flickr - docentjoyce.jpg

Photo: Joyce Cory on Flickr as docentjoyce
License: CC BY 2.0

ORIGINAL IMAGE & FULL ATTRIBUTION

READ THE IMAGE LICENSE
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Point_Arena-Stornetta_unit_of_the_California_Coastal_National_Monument_(13070027834).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Russian_Gulch_State_Park_waterfall_2.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Monta%C3%B1a_de_Oro_-_Shale_Formations_-_Flickr_-_docentjoyce.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0
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REAL PLACES. REAL PHOTOGRAPHS.

Credit where it belongs.

Mono Lake South Tufa

Mono Lake South Tufa August 2013 007.jpg

Photo: King of Hearts
License: CC BY-SA 3.0

ORIGINAL IMAGE & FULL ATTRIBUTION

READ THE IMAGE LICENSE

Adaptations of this photograph remain under the same CC BY-SA 3.0 license. That image license applies independently of this guide's
original text.

Alabama Hills

Alabama Hills at Sierra Nevada in CA 3.jpg

Photo: Jeff Hollett (Jeffhollett)
License: CC BY-SA 4.0

ORIGINAL IMAGE & FULL ATTRIBUTION

READ THE IMAGE LICENSE

Adaptations of this photograph remain under the same CC BY-SA 4.0 license. That image license applies independently of this guide's
original text.

Vasquez Rocks Natural Area
Vasquez Rocks Natural Area.jpg

Photo: RuggyBearLA
License: CC BY 2.0

ORIGINAL IMAGE & FULL ATTRIBUTION

READ THE IMAGE LICENSE
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mono_Lake_South_Tufa_August_2013_007.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Alabama_Hills_at_Sierra_Nevada_in_CA_3.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vasquez_Rocks_Natural_Area.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0

